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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS 
INFORMATION AFFECTING THE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE 


UNITED STATES WITHIN THE 
MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE 


ACT, 50 U. S. C., 31 AND 32, AS 
AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION 
OR THE REVELATION OF ITS 
CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER 
TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 
IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical 
Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The 
Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information 
in circulation at the earliest possible time following its 
receipt, figures are in general show herein as reported. 
Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported 
figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they havé been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (3). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

‘In this report admission rates are showm for all causes 
(disease and injury) comb » for all diseases combined, for 
injuries and fora few specific diseases, These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with 
corresponding ratesin annual and monthly reports. Such annu- 
al rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 
thousand mean strength which would occur over a year's time 
if the current week's experience continued for a year, 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more 
common communicable and certain other diseases of special in~ 
terest. Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer 
communicable and certain other diseases, 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end 
of the weekper thousand strength as given in this report fur- 
nishesan approximation to the current non-effective rate. The 
mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given 
in the summary table for the total United States and for each 
of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 
Included in the report is a table listing the stations 


(having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbid- 
ity rates from all causes, from all diseases combined, from 
injuries and from a few specific diseases, Not infrequently, 
the excessively high rates of admission forall causes and 
for all diseases combined reported from reception centers re~ 
flect a large number of venereal disease cases among newly 
inducted men, Therefore, more significant of high morbidity 
from disease are the rates of admission for disease excluding 
venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates 
are also shown in the table, 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms 
of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds 
"Yavailable vacante” The number of beds "available vacant" is 
defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the correspond 
ing beds occupied, The number of beds “available vacant*® for 
each Service Command is the total of the beds “available va- 
cant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds in dispensaries, con- 
valescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college 
or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shom, in 
addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of 
during the week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or other- 
wise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (in- 
cluding convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the 
hospital has convalescent facilities, the letters (CF) appear 
after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent 
for the most part discharges on account of disability. In the 
case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently ad- 
mitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there 
is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during 
the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less. dispostions by 
transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the 
number of battle casualties evacuated to the United States from 
overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind 
that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not 
reliable. For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after ad- 
mission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

Where part or all of the current week's data for a parte 
icular station has not been received, the latest available fig- 
ures are substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed 
after the name of the station, 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 25 FEBRUARY 1944 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 


As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes end from all diseases 
combined both decreased slightly, reflecting acommensurate decline in morbidity from colds, influenza, 
etc. For the week ending 25 February 1944, the admission rate from all causes was reported at 772 per 
year per thousand, while the admission rate from disease was reported at 704 per year per thousand. 

These rates were both 24 percent below the corresponding rates for the week ending 26 February 1943. ‘The 
admission rate from injury also decreased slightly to 68 per thousand, continuing on the low level which 
has prevailed thus far in 1944, 


Respiratory Causes 


The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the wee ending 25 February 1944 was 269 per year 
per thousand (or about 3 percent lower than for the preceding week) which is 30 percent under that 


recorded for the corresponding week of February 1943. The admission rate from pneumonia increased 
slightly during the week, but remains about 20 percent below the rate for the last week of February 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 


New cases of measles (which had shown a decline the preceding week) increased to about the same 
figure as had been reported for the week ending 11 February 1944. New cases of mumps and especially of 
scarlet fever also rose sharply to the highest figures reported in 1944 to date. The number of new 
cases of meningitis and of rheumatic fever remained substantially the seme as for the preceding week. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMANDS: 


All causes: Disease and Injury: 


The Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Service Commands were the only ones to report higher morbidity from 
all causes and from disease for the week ending 25 February 1944. The Second and Third Service Commands 
end the Military District of Washington experienced markedly lower admission rates from all causes and 
from disease, while the other Service Commands reported relatively insignificant decreases in morbidity. 
The highest admission rate from all causes (of about 1030 per thousand) was reported from the Sixth 
Service Command. The Ninth Service Command continued to be the only one reporting morbidity from all 
causes below 700 per thousand. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 25 FEBRUARY 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT'D) 


Respiratory Causes: 
The Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Service Commands reported slightly higher morbidity from colds, 


influenza, etc. while all the other commands reported lower admission rates. The decline in the 
morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. in the Military District of Washington accounted for all of the 
decline in the admission rate from disease in that Command, but the corresponding decreasesin the 
morbidity from colds and influenza in the Second and Third Service Commands were responsible for only 
part of the marked decreases in the admission rate from disease experienced in those Commands. The 
Seventh Service Command continued to report the highest admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 
(476 per thousand), while the lowest morbidity from these causes (204 per thousand) was again reported 
by the Eighth Service Command. A sharp decline in morbidity from pneumonia was registered in the 
Military District of Washington. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

The Second and Sixth Service Commands which had experienced the highest morbidity from venereal 
disease (excluding EPTI cases) the preceding week reported a marked decline in admissions from these 
causes for the week ending 25 February 1944. The increased numbers of new cases of measles reported 
from the Second, Third, and Bighth Service Commands account for practically the entire increase in the 
total number of new measles ceases in the country. The Fourth and Eighth Service Commands continued 
nevertheless to show, by far, the largest number of new cases of measles. The largest increase in the 
number of new ceases of mumps occurred in the Fourth Service Command which continued to account for about 
30 percent of the total number of cases of mumps. The new cases of scarlet fever were more uniformly 
spread. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS 
The total bed capacity as of 25 February 1944 was reported at 282,000 or 4,000 more than at the end 


of the previous week; this was not an actual increase, but was the result of corrected reporting by the 
Fourth Service Command. The number of beds occupied as of 25 February was about 173,000 or 1,000 less 
than at end of previous week, The number of "available vacant" beds increased to 134,000 due in part to 
the aforementioned correction in the reporting of bed capacity. On 25 February there were 22 stations 
with bed capacity of about 11,000 having no “available vacant" beds; included were only two General 
Hospitels with bed capacity of 2350. On 25 February 1944 there were 2230 cases of malaria remaining 
under treatment, all but 21 of which had presumably been acquired outside United States. The number of 
neuropsychiatric cases remaining at end of week was reported at 16,887 while the number of tuberoulosis 
cases remaining totaled 1127. 
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l1-Orlando, AAFTC, Fla. 
1-Truax Flid., Wis. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 
(205) 


14-Slippery Rock, Pa. 
(329 CTD) 
21-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
24-Breckinridge, Cp., Kye 
59-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
| 16-Truax Fld., Wis. 
31-F.E. Warren, Ft., Wyo. 
13-Hale, Cpe, Colo. 
27-Kearns, Cp., Utah 


GERMAN MEASLES (307) 


86-Benning, Ft. » GOe 
16-Greensboro, AAFTTC, N.C 
59-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
18-Truax Fld., Wis. 
37-Buckley Fld., Colo. 
13-Crowder, Cp., Mo. 
16-Lincoln, AAF, Nebr. 
21-Sioux Falls, AAF, S. D. 
23-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
11-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
15-Sar Antonio, Tex. 

(Avn. Cdt. Ctr. 
12-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 
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LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


WEEK ENDING 25 February 194 4 


DIPHTHERIA (8) MALTA FEVER (1) 
2-Baltimore Gen. Disp., Md.J 1-Geo. Wright, Ft., Wash. 
l-Myer, Ft., Va. 

1-Kennedy G.H., Tenn. 

1-F, E. Warren, Ft., Wvoe 

1-Sioux Falls, AAF, S. D. 

1-Tonkawa P.W. Cpe, Okla. 

1-Kohler, Cp., Calif. 


9-Carnegie Inst., Pa. 
(3202 su) 


1-Bronx Area S. He, N. Y. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 
(10) 
Delayed Reports: 
Week Snding 2/18 
10-Tenn. Maneuver Area, 
Tenn. 
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ROCKY MT, SPOTTED FEVER (1) 


UNDULANT FEVER (1) _ 


l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 


FILARIASIS (75) 


75-Ashburn G. H., Tex. 
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JAUNDICE (43) 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (13) 


l-Lovell G.H., Mass. 
l-Hancock, Ft., Nede 2-Roswell, AAF, N. Mex. 
3-Kilmer, Cp., N. Je 1-Calif.-Ariz. Maneuver 
1-Shanks, Cp., Ne Y. Area 
1-Deshon G.H., Paes 2-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
2-Eustis, Ft., Va. l-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 
l-Langly Fld., Va. l-March Fld., Calif. 
2-Lee, Cp., Vae 1-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 1-San Luis Obispo, Cp., 
l-Avon Park, AAF, Fla. Calif. 
3-Benning, Ft., Ga. S-Williams Fld., Arize 
1-Blanding, Cp., Flae 

1-Bracg, Ft., N.C. 

1-Butner, Cp., N.C. 

2-Coreal Gables S.H., Fla. 

1-Dale Mabry Fld., Fla. 

1-Drew Fld., Fla. 

1-Gordon, Cp., Gae 

2-Hunter Fld., Ga. 

2-Keesler Fld., Miss. 

l1-Lakeland, AAF, Fla. 

1-Orlando, Cp., Fla. 

1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 

1-Knox, Ft., Kye 

1-Casper, AAB, Wyo. 

1 

1 


1-Pickett, Cpe, Vas 


-Enid, AAF, Okla. 

~Gruber, Cpe, Okla. 
2-Livingston, Cp., Lae 
1-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 
1-Will Rogers Fld., Okla. 
l-Lewis, Ft., Washe 
1-Stevens, Ft., Ore. 
1-Williams Fld., Ariz. 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


NATURE OF THE DATA 
° 8 supplementary report, like those of the Weekly Health Reports, have been taken from 

Forms 86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary 
in the continental United States. However unlike the Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the 
basis of the figures as received, so as to place the information in circulation at the earliest possible 
time, the figures here presented for the four week period ending 28 January 19); include the great major- 
ity of the corrected reports as well as reports received too late to be incorporated in the Weekly Health 
Report. | 
This supplementary report covers morbidity data for all individual stations with a strength of 1000 
or over and gives details for admissions from venereal disease and for neuropsychiatric cases. However 
neuropsychiatric admissions are not shown classified as between locked ward cases and other cases, as had 
been done in previous months, because the use by many stations of the revised Form 86ab rendered such in- 
formation unavailable for all stations. 

Charts showing morbidity trends from all causes, from disease from injury and from colds, influenza, 
etc. are presented on.page 33. Similar charts for specified diseases appear on pages35, 37 and 39. A 
chart showing m r\trends from all causes, from disease,and from injury is presented on page 41. A 
summary of the number of admissions and corresponding morbidity rates and of the number of deaths and 
corresponding mortality rates for the United States as a whole and for the Service Commands is given on 
page 42. The most pertinent morbidity data for individual stations are presented on pages 3 to 7. On 
pages 75 and 76 the six stations with the highest rates of admission during the four week period ending 
28 January 19); are show for each of the morbidity categories considered. 

In reading the detailed tables, it should be borne in mind that morbidity (or mortality) rates based 
on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates 
computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 
our week period ending anuary 19), morbidity from all causes was very much lower | 
than in December 193, because the outbreak of respiratory infections which reached its peak early in 
December 19),3 had virtually subsided by the end of that month. The annual admission rate from all causes 
for the four week period ending 28 January 19) was reported at 87 per 1000 strength, which was about 17 
percent below that for December 193. From recently revised admission rates for the early months of 193, 
it appears that the morbidity from all causes experienced during the first four weeks of January 19); was 
also 17 percent below that for January 1943 (revised basis). 
The annual admission rate from diseases for the four week period ending 28 January 19); was reported 


at 778 per 1000 which was 18 percent below the corresponding rate for either December 193 or January 19)3 
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COMMENTS ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT’D) 


(revised basis). The entire decrease in the admission rate for disease from December 1943 to the first 
four weeks of January 19) is accounted for by lower morbidity from respiratory causes. 

The admission rate from injury rose slightly from the record low registered in December 19h3 to 69 
per year per 1000, which is substantially the same as that reported in January 19}3. 

Every Service Command reported markedly lower morbidity during the first four weeks of January 19) 
as compared with December 1943 and the largest decreases in admission rates from all causes and from di- 
sease occurred in the Commands which had experienced the highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
(Seventh and Second Service Commands and the Military District of Washington). The Seventh Service Com- 
mand continued nevertheless to report the highest admission rates from all causes and from disease - about 
25 percent higher than for the country as a whole. The lowest admission rates from all causes and from 
disease, about 15 percent below those for the United States as a whole, were registered in the First Ser- 
vice Command. 

Higher morbidity from injury was reported from every Service Command except the Military District of 
Washington and the Fourth Service Command, but only the First and Third Service Commands recorded sharp 
increases in injury admission rates. During the first four weeks of January 19); the annual admission 
rate from injury in the Military District of Washington fell to the exceptionally low figure of only 36 
per 1000, while the Second, Fifth and Seventh Service Commands showed relatively low injury rates in the 
range from 57 to 60 per 1000. The First, Third, Fourth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Service Commands exper- 
ienced relatively high injury rates in the range from 70 to 73, but these rates were nevertheless low com 
pared to past experience. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES 

Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. declined from the high rate of about 550 per year per 1000 for 
December 193 to about 30 per 1000 during the four week period ending 2t/ January 194. By the end of 
December the influenza outbreak had apparently run its course and admissions from colds, influenza, etc. 
were reported in January at an almost level rate each week... This rate was about 30 percent lower than 
a4 revised admission rate for January 193, but somewhat higher than the corresponding rate for January 
1942. 

All Service Commands showed markedly lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. during the first 
four weeks of January, with the largest decreases being recorded in Commands which experienced the highest 
admission rates in December 1943. The Seventh Service Command continued to report the highest admission 
rate from colds, influenza, etc. (about 5 percent higher than the rate for the country as a whole), while 
the lowest rate was registered in the Ninth Service Command (almost 20 percent under the rate for the 
country as a whole). | 

Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia showed a seasonal rise of about 15 percent for the United 
States as a whole. The annual admission rate of 22.) per 1000 reported for the first four weeks of Jam- 
ary was nevertheless about 20 percent below the revised admission rate for January 1943. Atypical pneu- 
monia accounted for over 0 percent of the total pneumonia admissions or a somewhat higher percentage than 
in December 19,3. 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


The Seventh Service Command reported by far, che highest morbidity from pneumonia, reflecting large 
an outbreak at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. The lowest admission rate from pneumonia continued to be reported 
from the Ninth Service Command. As in earlier months the proportion of cases diagnosed as atypical pneu- 
monia was high in the Military District of Washington and the Fifth Service Command, but the Third Ser- 
vice Command reported the highest proportion of atypical pneumonia. 


MEASLES, MUMPS, AND SCARLET FEVER ; 

Morbidity from measles, mumps and scarlet fever exhibited the expected seasonal sharp upward trend. 
The admission rate for measles tripled during the first four weeks of January 19) as compared with Dece 
ber 1943, while the corresponding rates for mumps and scarlet fever doubled. Nevertheless, morbidity 
from measles and mumps for the first four weeks of January 19), remained about 5 percent under that reg- 
istered in January 193 (revised basis). Scarlet fever on the other hand showed an incidence in January 
19h more than 50 percent higher than in January 193. 

The largest increases in morbidity from measles were reported from the Fourth, Seventh, Third and 
Eighth Service Commands, with the highest incidence in the Fourth and Seventh Service Commands. The 
largest increases in morbidity from mumps occurred in the Third and Seventh Service Commands and these 
Commands also reported the highest admission rates. The largest increases in morbidity from scarlet feve 


were registered in the Seventh, Sixth, and Fifth Service Commands and the same Commands also had the high- 
est admission rates. 


DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY 
Admissions from diarrhea and dysentery continued at about the same rate (9.0 per year per 1000) dur- 
ing the first four weeks of January 19); as in December 19,3. This rate was however about 80 percent 


higher than the revised rate for January 193. The highest rate reported from any Service Command was 
1.3 per 1000 from the Fifth. 


NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS 

The rate of admission from neuropsychiatric disorders increased somewhat to about 27 per 1000 during 
the first four weeks of January 194. This is still considerably below the high admission rates for July 
through October 1943, when special efforts were made to detect neuropsychiatric disorders, particularly in 
connection with the reconsidering of the medical fitness of limited service men. 

The admission rate from neuropsychiatric disorders increased in all Service Commands except the First 
and Eighth. The largest increases were reported from the Second and Sixth Service Commands. The Second 
Service Command continued to show the highest rate () per 1000), while the lowest rates were reported 
from the Military District of Washington (16 per 1000) and the Ninth Service Command (19 per 1000). 

The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining under treatment on 28 January 19); was reported at 
15,974 or about 5 percent more than on 31 December 1943. Most of the increase was reported in other than 
locked ward cases. 

Attention is called to the fact that neuropsychiatric admission rates were recently revised on the 
basis of a study made from December 193 reports. An explanation of the reasons for and the nature of 
this revision was included in the Supplementary Health Report attached to the Weekly Health Report for the 


RESTRICTED as al 


RESTRICTED 


b ~~ nw — as } 
i. —— one | = > a ay. 4 yw > = < — <= + a * , 
4 : 3 { 4 


PNEUMONIA —— MEASLES 
MUMPS —— SCARLET FEVER 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


35 a i's as 3 an 
meee ALL TYPES 
es PMORA | & __ MEASLES _ . 
25 — ~ 
20 
: 2 
er Zz 
° > 
Fd a 
iva >) 
40 F > 
: m 
: 
8 “Seen ? g 
a ¥ SP 8 ] > 
; w = 
5 0 o 
= ro) 
o 4 u 4 Ss te = 
. 35 T | [ T | 35 fi 
m 
° 5) 
=. MUMPS | SCARLET FEVER | Fg 
rs) 8 
ro) 
3 o 
a 25 i ee + ‘ie ox pe ee 25 5 
= | m 
= = 
: 
a f i = 20 x 
. . har ae ; 15 
+ + Bis 10 
5 


lave GO N-OD J FMA MU Vv AS ON O J FM AM J JA. SO. ND rk FSM A. Me wok: S “OM sOonk- FRE AS MED 
1942 1943 1944 1942 1943 1944 
RESTRICTED ; in Sih Onvsie. a. Suk Manatee maaan 


MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 


cy EE 


See args heme = oe ApS mh iui ae. ’ 2 PPL | of 9 ; Ch _ A 7 i ae t ic n ei ’ g 2 s - : Cc % Te) " _ 7 s : ot : id 
Volume IV - Report No. 8 % RESTRICTE 


COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


week ending 21 January 19). It will be noted that the neuropsychiatric admission rate reported for the 
first four weeks of January 19); is in line with the revised series of admission rates. 


VENEREAL DISEASES 
Morbidity from venereal diseases excluding EPTI cases increased from about 25 per year per 1000 in 
December 193 to 30 per year per 1000 for the first four weeks of January 19). This rate is with one ex- 
ception (August 193), the highest recorded since November 1942, when the reporting of EPTI admissions 

separately was first begun. The increased morbidity was preponderantly due to a higher rate of admissions 
|from gonorrhea. Every Service Command except the Third and the Military District of Washington showed 
higher morbidity from venereal diseases excluding EPTI. By far, the largest increase in such morbidity 
wes registered in the Fifth Service Command. This Command reported the highest admission rate from vener- 
eal diseases excluding EPTI (43.7 per year per 1000) during the four week period ending 28 January 19), 
but was closely followed by the Second Service Command (1:2.7 per 1000). In the latter, a large proportion 
jof cases were among task force troops not under the jurisdiction of the Second Service Command. As in 
‘previous months, morbidity from venereal diseases excluding EPTI, was lowest in the Military District of 
Washington and the First Service Command. 
Morbidity represented by venereal EPTI cases was reported for the first four weeks of January 19 at 
about 28 per 1000, equaling the record high for November 19))3. Variations by Service Command in admission 
rates for venereal EPTI cases have little significance, because they reflect in part different geographical 
(distribution of the Army relative to that of selectees, different proportions of white and colored induc- 
‘tees, and varying administrative practices. 
( Morbidity from all venereal diseases including EPTI cases exceeded 58 per 1000 per year for the first 
ifour weeks of January 194. This is the highest rate of morbidity from these causes recorded in at least 
a decade and culminates a steady upward trend which began early in 19)3. 


§ 


| MENINGITIS 
e admission rate from meningitis increased over 50 percent and for the first four weeks of January 

19h was reported at about 1.0 per year per 1000. This is only about half of the rate reported from this 
| cause in January 193 and only a third of the peak rates for 1943 reached in March. The largest increase 
| in the admission rate from meningitis was registered in the Fourth Service Command which also reported the 
| highest morbidity from this cause. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER ; 

The morbidity from rheumatic fever was reported at 1.) per year per 1000 for the four week period 
ending 28 January 19); or about 75 percent higher than in December 19,3. This admission rate was several 
times higher than that recorded for January 1913 but lower than the peak rates for 1943 reached in April, 
May, and June. The largest increases in the admission rate from rheumatic fever occurred in the Sixth, 
and Seventh Service Commands. The latter continued however to report by far the highest morbidity from 
this cause (6.1 per 1000). 
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MALARIA 


Worbidity from malaria acquired in the United States continued at the very low rate of .1 per year 
per 1000. On the other hand, malaria presumably acquired outside of the United States showed an admission 
rate of 3.1 per 1000 the highest yet recorded. The progressive increase in the admission rate for malaria 


acauired overseas reflectsthe increasing number of troops returning to the United States from malarious 
areas. Whereas the largest numbers of eases of malaria’ acquired in the United States are usually reported 


from the Southern states, the cases of malaria acquired overseas are more uniformly distributed geograph- 
ically. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Morbidity from this cause shewed little change from the very low rate of .9 per year per 1000 record- 
ed in December 1913. This was the lowest admission rate reported during the past two years. The varia- 
tions by Service Command in the admission rate from tuberculosis do not appear to be significant. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY 

As in previous months there was a large proportion of small stations with strength under 5000 among 
the stations reporting the highest admission rates for the first four weeks of January 194). Three of the 
six stations with the highest admission rates were reception centers (Presidio of Monterey, Calif; Fort 
Benjamin Harrison, Indiana; and New Cumberland, Pa.) all of which had high morbidity due to venereal EPTI 
cases. Washington State College, Wash. and New York, General Dispensary which may be regarded as typical 
of some of the small stations with high admission rates, experienced relatively high morbidity from colds, 
influenza, etc. 

Very high rates of admission for colds, influenza, etc. in Fort Wadsworth, N.Y. and from all forms 
of pneumonia at Coral Gables, Fla.; Jefferson Barracks, Mo.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; and Fort Tilden, N.Y. were 
registered in December as well as during the first four weeks of January 19). Camp Shanks, N.Y. contin- 
ed to report a very high rate of admissions from venereal disease, preponderantly gonorrhea. Camp Savage, 

mn. which had an extremely high rate of admissions from diarrhea and gS hati ig 2 in neta a 1943, contin- 
s mber 


uéd to report high morbidity from these causes during the first four weeks of Nece . West Point. 
N.Y. Cadets also continued to experience high morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery. West Point, N.Y. 


Cadets and the Louisiana Maneuver Area were the only units which reported morbidity from injury in excess 
of 200 per thousand per year both in December and in January. 

Camp Fannin, Texas; Jefferson Barracks, Mo.; Camp Shelby, Miss.; and Bryan, Texas which were among 
the six stations with the highest morbidity from measles during December, again reported high morbidity 
from this cause in January. Freeman AAF, Indiana continued to report high morbidity from mumps for the 
third consecutive month. An extremely high admission rate from scarlet fever was reported in January from 
Cincinnati University, Ohio; Cincinnati University also experienced relatively high morbidity from scarlet 
fever in December 1943. Pittsburgh University ASTU, Pa. also continued to report high morbidity from scar 
let fever. Camp Wolters, Texas and Jefferson Barracks, Mo. which were among the six stations with the 
highest morbidity from meningitis in December 193 reported even higher admission rates from this cause in 
January. Buckley Field, Colo.; Kearns, Utah; and Camp Hale, Colo. continued to report high morbidity fr 
rheumatic fever. 
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MORTALITY 

é@ mortality rate from all causes was reported at 2.62 per year per 1000 for the first four weeks of 
19h). This is the highest rate reported in the past two years. Diseases were responsible for .56 deaths 
per 1000 or the same as in December 193, but about 25 percent below the revised rate for January 1913. 
Injuries accounted for 2.06 deaths per 1000, which was likewise the highest rate reported during the last 
two years. This high death rate from injuries is attributable to a number of airplane accidents involving 
numerous fatalities among Army personnel. 

Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is incomplete, especially in the 
case of deaths from injury. The resulting understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much 
as 25 percent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not materially understated. 
Readers are cautioned not to use the death rates from injury or the death rates from all causes shown in 


these reports as accurate indications of mortality rates. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 

The non-effective rate for the first four weeks of January 19); was 39.6 per thousand strength or 
about 5 percent lower than for December 19);3 which showed an exceptionally high rate as a result of the 
influenza outbreak. For the four week period ending 25 January 19, the non-effective rate from injury 
was 7.7 per thousand strength or exactly the same as that reported for December 193. It is noteworthy 
that injuries accounted for almost 20 percent of the total non-effective rate even though injury admissions 
represented only about 8 percent of the total admissions during the first four weeks of January 19). Pa 
of this difference arises from the relatively high rate of admissions during January from respiratory 
causes which in most instances had a very short duration of hospitalization. 

The variations in the non-effective rate by Service Command do not reflect so much the variations in 
morbidity between Service Commands as the varying number of General Hospitals in each Service Command. 
When comparisons are made between the non-effective rates excluding General Hospitals, the variations in 
the non-effective rate by Service Command are seen to be very much smaller than when the days lost in the 
General Hospitals are included, as evidenced in the table below: 


Service Command 
Z dil. MDW os I I 
Including General Hospitals 0.1 °2 1. Oi. 96 ° ° olf 
Excluding General Hospitals 25.2 25.3 30.4 23.7 27. "3 272 28.7 32.2. 21.0.5 5 
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* Includes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, Acute 


Pharyngitis, Acute Nasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, and Pleurisy. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 
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VENEREAL (EXCLUDING EPTS) 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 
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ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 
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